FALL 2020 RETURN TO LEARN
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
For Students and Families
(August 10, 2020)
1.

LEARNING AND INSTRUCTION
1.1. What is the school day schedule for the fall?
SMILEY CAMPUS
Early Bird: 7:20 - 7:55
1st Hour:
8:00 - 8:35
2nd Hour:
8:40 - 9:15
3rd Hour:
9:20 - 9:55
4th Hour:
10:00 - 10:35
5th Hour:
10:40 - 11:15
6th Hour:
11:20 - 11:55
7th Hour:
12:00 - 12:35

MILBURN CAMPUS
1st Hour:
2nd Hour:
3rd Hour:
4th Hour:
5th Hour:
6th Hour:
7th Hour:

7:30 - 8:05
8:10 - 8:45
8:50 - 9:25
9:30 - 10:05
10:10 - 10:45
10:50 - 11:25
11:30 - 12:05

1.2. What days am I required to attend in-person if the district is under the modified Remote Learning
Plan? Which is my group? (Updated 8/10/2020)
Students will be broken into 4 groups --- A, B, C, D. Groups will be as follows:
 Group A: Last Names Beginning with A through D
 Group B: Last Names Beginning with E through K
 Group C: Last Names Beginning with L through R
 Group D: Last Names Beginning with S through Z
August 11, 2020 through August 14, 2020:
 Blended Learning 25% – student groups A, B, C, and D will attend one day of in-person
instruction and 3 days of remote instruction for the first week. This would allow for 1 day of inperson instruction for each student. Students will be able to meet their teachers, pick up their
textbooks, have expectations explained, and receive necessary instruction for a successful shift to
full remote learning.
 Group A will attend on Tuesdays.
 Group B will attend on Wednesdays.
 Group C will attend on Thursdays.
 Group D will attend on Fridays.
 With regard to Mondays, see FAQ 1.3.
August 17, 2020 until further notice:
 Complete Remote Learning for all groups A, B, C, and D.
Please contact your grade level Assistance Principal if you have family members with different last names
and would like to attend pursuant to the same group.
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1.3. What accommodations are being made for special needs students under the modified remote
learning plan in FAQ 1.2? (New 8/5/20)
Special education students in self-contained classrooms will attend in-person instruction five (5) days per
week on the Return-to-Learn bell schedule. Transportation will be provided. While at OTHS, the students
will be able to virtually meet with any of their remote learning assigned classes that are outside of their
self-contained schedule and will be supported in doing so.
Special education students in supported classrooms or in regular education classrooms will follow the
blended/remote learning schedule per their assigned groups. Supports will be provided pursuant to the
student’s IEP to the extent possible.
Families are encouraged to reach out to the Special Education Department if there are concerns regarding
your student’s special education needs under this model.
Ms. Niedringhaus , Special Ed Director
Ms. Coley, Associate Special Ed Director

niedringhaust@oths.us
coleyk@oths.us

1.4. How are Mondays to be used and what is the requirement for students on Mondays?
(Updated 8/5/20)
On any day a student will not be present for in-person instruction students will need to login to their
classes according to the Return-to-Learn bell schedule (FAQ 1.1) to receive instruction and/or directions
for their learning.
1.5. How do students access classes and coursework on Remote Learning days? (Updated 8/10/20)
Please refer to FAQs 1.13 through 1.19, and FAQ 1.7. Students MUST login on time for their classes
when learning remotely.
1.6. My student has selected remote instruction. How will my student receive textbooks, technology, or
other needed items? (New 8/5/20)
Students/families who selected 100% remote learning are welcome to attend classes pursuant to the
schedule in FAQ 1.2. This will allow the student to meet the teacher, receive textbooks, checkout
technology, have expectations explained, and receive necessary instruction for a successful transition to
full remote learning.
For students/families selecting 100% remote learning that do not wish to come to class, but would like to
meet the teacher, classrooms will be open and teachers will be available on Wednesday, August 12th and
Thursday, August 13th as follows:
Smiley
1:10 pm – 3:10 pm
Milburn
12:40 pm – 2:40 pm
For students/families selecting 100% remote learning due to a compromised immune system, please
contact your grade level Assistant Principal to arrange curb-side pick-up of textbooks or technology.
1.7. When working under Remote Learning, is a student required to login during the scheduled class
period? (Updated 8/5/20)
When students are Remote Learning, they must login to their class each school day according to the
Remote Learning bell schedule listed in FAQ 1.1. Information on how to login to classes can be found
under https://www.oths.us/Page/7990 . Teachers will be taking daily attendance and will provide
instruction or directions to remote learners. The school day and class schedule should be followed
whether learning in-person or remotely.
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1.8. Do I need to login during advisory (New 8/10/20)?
Yes. During remote learning, attendance will not be taken during advisory periods, but students should
still login. Teachers will be available for any student that needs general help or assistance. Advisory
teachers will share any school announcements, ask if the students need assistance with anything, and be
there as another person of support.
1.9. Is there a 100% Remote Learning option available?
Students/Families may opt to do 100% Remote learning, but must commit to Remote learning for the
entire semester. If a student starts the semester under the Blended Learning model and wishes to switch to
100% Remote learning, they may do so, but then must remain in Remote learning for the remainder of the
semester.
1.10. What does Remote Learning look like in practice? (New 8/5/20)
All students will be required to login to their classes according to the Remote Learning bell schedule listed
in FAQ1.1. Teachers will provide either instruction or directions to students. Some teachers will be
conducting instruction “live” with students. Others may have recorded a lesson and will engage students
in a question/answer session during the “live” class meeting. Some teachers may provide instructions to
the assignment or project that is to be completed, answer questions, or provide additional support. In
short, instruction will occur in the same manner as traditional in-person instruction. The curriculum at
OTHS is unique. The instruction specific to a curriculum will likewise be unique. Welding is not taught
in the same manner as English. Likewise, Science is not taught in the same manner as keyboarding.
Instructional strategies and techniques will vary. If parents/guardians have concerns regarding the manner
in which their student is being taught during remote learning, they are encouraged to contact the teacher
directly. In most instances, the communication between teacher and parent/guardian will resolve the
concern. If you are still not satisfied after speaking with the teacher directly, please contact your grade
level Assistant Principal.
Freshman
Sophomore
Junior
Senior

Ms. Dollison
Mr. Patton
Mr. Howe
Mr. Wallis

dollisont@oths.us
pattonc@oths.us
howed@oths.us
wallisc@oths.us

OTHS teachers spent time over the summer in professional development to prepare for a more robust and
rigorous Remote Learning experience. Accountability and grading requirements for students are in place.
1.11. If our student/family chooses the Remote Learning option, can the student still participate in
extracurriculars? If the District is in Remote Learning, will students still be able to participate in
extracurriculars? (Updated 8/5/20)
If students choose Remote Learning, or if the District is in Remote Learning, students will be able to
participate in extracurricular sports and activities, pursuant to guidelines provided by the appropriate state
agencies (ISBE, IHSA, IDPH) and as implemented by OTHS. Students must meet eligibility requirements
outlined in the student handbook.
1.12. What technology is a student required to bring to school?
A student is required to bring a computer or tablet to engage in work while in class. A phone does not
meet this requirement. If a student does not have access to a device, a device can be checked-out from
OTHS.
1.13. What does a student do if they do not have a computer or internet access at home?
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Students who do not have a device may check one out from OTHS during the walk-thru process or during
the first week of schoolo. Students will check them out from the IMC. Once the school year has started,
students will check out all electronic devices through the IMC. If connectivity remains an issue, please
contact your grade level Assistant Principal for other options.
Freshman
Ms. Dollison
dollisont@oths.us
Sophomore
Mr. Patton
pattonc@oths.us
Junior
Mr. Howe
howed@oths.us
Senior
Mr. Wallis
wallisc@oths.us
1.14. Where does a student go if they need tech assistance during the school day?
Students needing tech assistance during the school day should contact the OTHS computer department via
e-mail at computerdepartment@oths.us. If you are unable to email the computer department, please
request that a friend or your teacher email on your behalf.
1.15. Where does a student go if they need tech assistance after school hours?
The OTHS Computer Department will be available during the school day: Smiley 8:00 am – 3:00 pm or
Milburn 7:30 am to 2:30 pm. at (618) 632-3507 x390 or computerdepartment@oths.us. Students are
welcome to e-mail after hours but will not receive a response until the next school day. E-mails will be
answered in the order they are received.
1.16. What is Blackboard? What is Office 365? What is Skyward? What are they used for?
(Updated 8/5/20)
Students are expected to be proficient in Office 365, Blackboard, and Skyward. The explanation for the
use of these platforms and instructions on how to use these platforms are included in the student video
series called “Panther Bytes.” “Panther Bytes” can be found on the OTHS website at www.oths.us under
the STUDENTS tab or at https://www.oths.us/Page/7990.
1.17. How does a student check their class assignments? (Updated 8/5/20)
All class assignments will be posted in Blackboard. Blackboard instructions are available in the student
video series, “Panther Bytes” on how to check your assignments. “Panther Bytes” can be found on the
OTHS website at www.oths.us under the STUDENTS tab or at https://www.oths.us/Page/7990.
1.18. How does a student login to Blackboard? (Updated 8/5/20)
Blackboard instructions are available in the student video series called “Panther Bytes.” “Panther Bytes”
can be found on the OTHS website at www.oths.us under the STUDENTS tab or at
https://www.oths.us/Page/7990. Students needing login credentials should contact Mr. Eberhardt at
eberhardtb@oths.us
1.19. How does a student access his/her OTHS email? (Updated 8/5/20)
OTHS Email instructions are available in the student video series called “Panther Bytes.” “Panther Bytes”
can be found on the OTHS website at www.oths.us under the STUDENTS tab or at
https://www.oths.us/Page/7990. Students needing login credentials should contact Mr. Eberhardt at
eberhardtb@oths.us
1.20. How does a student check grades? (Updated 8/5/20)
Student grades can be viewed and monitored in Skyward, along with attendance information and missing
assignments. Skyward instructions are available in the student video series called “Panther Bytes.”
“Panther Bytes” can be found on the OTHS website at www.oths.us under the STUDENTS tab or at
https://www.oths.us/Page/7990. Students needing login credentials should contact Mr. Eberhardt at
eberhardtb@oths.us

Page 4 of 10

1.21. What does a student do if s/he has questions about an assignment?
Students should first check Blackboard. Go to Content and the appropriate folder for daily or weekly
lessons to see if information is available there. If you do not find the needed information, reach out to
your teacher during school hours: Smiley 8:00 am – 3:00 pm or Milburn 7:30 am to 2:30 pm.
1.22. What are the communication expectations?
Teachers will be taking attendance and communicating with all students whether remote or in-person each
class period. This should reduce the number of written communications, especially emails, between
teachers and students. One of the lessons learned from the Remote Learning this past spring 2020 was that
students and teachers became overwhelmed with the number of emails they were receiving. Reminders,
instructions and communications will be done verbally at the beginning of each class period to the extent
possible. Teachers are available for assistance during school hours: Smiley 8:00 am – 3:00 pm or
Milburn 7:30 am to 2:30 pm. Communications received after school hours may not be able to be
answered until the next work day.
1.23. How will grades be issued under the Remote/Blended Learning plan for the fall?
Grading will be traditional grading. A student’s academic performance and the level to which the student
masters academic standards will determine a student’s grade. Grades will be issued based on the academic
performance of the student on their assigned work and assessments. Students can be engaged in the class
and still receive a failing grade if their academic performance warrants such a grade.
Teachers are still encouraged to consider the social and emotional issues that may be impacting a student’s
academic performance during COVID-19.
1.24. When can students receive extra help from teachers?
Students are encouraged to seek help during the school day at Smiley from 8:00 am – 3:00 pm or Milburn
from 7:30 am to 2:30 pm. After the scheduled school day concludes, students may arrange to meet or
communicate with teachers for further support and instruction. This should minimize the need for evening
emails. Teachers can provide assistance in-person or virtually during the school day afternoons or by
appointment on Mondays.
1.25. What if I am dissatisfied with Remote Learning for some of my student’s classes? (New 8/5/20)
Just like under traditional in-person instruction, you are encouraged to speak with the teacher directly. In
most instances, the communication between teacher and parent/guardian will resolve the concern. If you
are still not satisfied after speaking with the teacher directly, please contact your grade level Assistant
Principal.
Freshman
Ms. Dollison
dollisont@oths.us
Sophomore
Mr. Patton
pattonc@oths.us
Junior
Mr. Howe
howed@oths.us
Senior
Mr. Wallis
wallisc@oths.us
2.

COVID-19 SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
2.1. What is the screening that will take place as students enter the building? (Updated 8/5/20)
Parents/Guardians MUST certify that their student is COVID-19 symptom free each day before a student
will be allowed to board a school bus or enter an OTHS building. Students may self-certify if they are 18years old. The certification form for students has been sent to all families. Students will be able to pick
up copies of the form at the Welcome Desk to take home for future use if needed.
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2.2. Are students required to wear masks? (Updated 8/5/20)
Masks must be worn by all students, staff, and visitors in the building, even when social distancing is
maintained. If a student is unable to wear a mask for medical reasons, a physician’s note must be provided
and should include possible accommodations that would allow the student to attend school according to
the assigned schedule. Accommodations can include the use of other types of face coverings such as a
face shield and neck gaiter. Students who are not able to be accommodated will have the option to do
100% Remote Learning.
2.3. What will happen if my student will not wear a mask while at school? (Updated 8/10/20)
Masks must be worn by all students. This follows safety protocols of the CDC, ISBE, and IDPH.
Students who refuse to wear a mask, or who do not wear a mask appropriately, will receive progressive
discipline, as would be received for similar violations of the student handbook. Students failing to comply
with the mask mandate may be sent home from school and assigned by the administration to Remote
Learning for the safety of other students and staff. Students having doctor’s notes regarding the wearing
of masks, must contact
2.4. Will students be able to use their lockers?
Lockers will not be used, as students must move from class to class without stopping. If a student has a
medical condition requiring the use of a locker, a physician’s note must be provided and should include
possible accommodations that would allow the student to move from class to class without having the
necessity to stop at a locker. Students who are not able to be accommodated will have the option to do
100% Remote Learning.
2.5. How will traffic be managed in the hallways between classes? (Updated 8/5/20)
Students will be required to move from classroom to classroom without stopping or lingering. Students
will be required to walk on the right side of each hallway. Any directional signage for hallway use must
be followed.
2.6. Will students be able to socialize with friends before or after school, or in the hallways between
classes?
Students will be required to move from classroom to classroom without stopping or lingering. Students
will be required to follow any directional signage for hallway traffic flow. Bathroom stops will be
permitted. Bathrooms may be monitored to prevent loitering in the bathrooms during passing periods.
Students who drive to school should not arrive earlier than 10 minutes before their first class.
2.7. How will classrooms be cleaned between class periods?
Classroom desks will be marked as “blue” or “gold” desks with a sticker. Desks with blue stickers will be
used during odd class periods (1st, 3rd, 5th, and 7th periods). Desks with gold stickers will be used during
even class periods (EB, 2nd, 4th, and 6th periods). Teachers will develop classroom layouts that maintain
social distancing requirements, to the extent possible, with desired student spacing of 6 feet apart.
At the conclusion of each period, teachers will use the final moments of the class period to direct students
to spray their desks and/or other surface areas prior to their dismissal. Each classroom will have EPA
Certified COVID 19 Spray Disinfectant/Cleaner available. The best approach to disinfect surface areas is
to lightly spray the area and let it dry to disinfect. The blue/gold desk rotation will provide ample time for
desks to dry before the next student occupies that space. The blue/gold desk concept should be used to
assist teachers in providing the required space between students in classrooms, while also meeting
sanitization objectives. Teachers will also spray common surface areas as needed. The disinfectant being
used should be allowed to sit on the surface at least 5 minutes.

Page 6 of 10

Sanitizer is available in every classroom and throughout the building. Teachers and students are
encouraged to wash hands frequently for at least 20 seconds.
2.8. How will adequate social distancing be maintained in classrooms?
See response to FAQ 2.7
2.9. Can items be shared in class? Such a tablets, computers, lab equipment, computers?
Per the collaborative guidance provided from ISBE and IDPH, teachers should “restrict or discourage the
borrowing or sharing of any items. The CDC recommends that electronic devices … not be shared.” The
guidance continues by stating that any items that must be shared or communally used “be cleaned before
and after each use – at a minimum – and that the individual [students] perform hand hygiene between
use.”
OTHS uses EPA Certified COVID 19 Spray Disinfectant/Cleaner to disinfect all surfaces in the
classrooms, wrestling mats, Restrooms, Drivers ED cars, keyboards and touch screens. The approach to
disinfect keyboards and touch screens will be to lightly spray and let it sit for 5 minutes for the disinfectant
to work. This is the process to disinfect items between users and class periods.
2.10. What will happen if there is a positive COVID-19 case at OTHS?
OTHS will contact the St. Clair County Health Department for direction regarding notifications,
quarantine, contact tracing, and other required OTHS action.
The CDC requires that individuals in “close contact” with someone having COVID-19 should selfquarantine for 14 days. “Close contact” is defined as being within 6 feet of someone having COVID-19
for at least 15 minutes. The St. Clair County Health Department will assist OTHS in making any of the
necessary contacts. The OTHS blended/Remote Learning plan is designed in a manner to limit students
and staff from being within 6 feet of each other for longer than 15 minutes, thus minimizing the possible
spread and need to quarantine.
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2.11. When can a student return to OTHS after having symptoms of COVID-19 or testing positive for
COVID-19? (New 8/5/20)

3.

MISCELLANEOUS
3.1. Meal Distribution (Updated 8/10/20)





Breakfast will be available starting at 7:00 am on both campuses this week (8/11 to 8/14).
Lunch will be available for “grab and go” on both campuses this week (8/11 to 8/14).
Meals will be available for Remote Learners at both campuses this week (8/11 to 8/14) at the
main entrance from 12:00 noon to 1:30 pm
Starting next week (8/17/20), breakfasts and lunches will be available for pick up at Smiley from
12:00 noon to 1:30 pm.

3.2. Will there be sports and extracurricular clubs/activities in the fall? If so, when will we learn about
the dates and times for tryouts? (Updated 8/10/20)
The District will follow guidance from state agencies (ISBE, IHSA, IDPH) regarding extracurricular
sports and activities. Clubs will continue, but will be remote to the extent possible. The IHSA has
approved the following sports during August 10th –October 24th:
Boys/Girls Golf
Girls Tennis
Boys/Girls Cross Country
Girls Swimming and Diving

Page 8 of 10

However the IHSA plan has not yet been approved by IDPH. OTHS is in the process of meeting with
other members of the Southwestern Conference and St. Clair Public Health to assist with guidance moving
forward. Athletes should regularly check in with their coaches regarding tryouts and updates regarding
athletics.
If athletics proceed as IHSA suggests for this fall, spectators will not be allowed at competitions or
practices for the safety of athletes, coaches, and officials. The District will make every effort to live
stream a competition for virtual spectator viewing.
3.3. How can OTHS have sports if we are in Remote Learning? (New 8/5/20)
Sports are able to take place in compliance with ISBE, IHSA, and IDPH health guidelines.
The sports being offered in the fall are those having no physical contact. All sport activities will be held
outside, with the exception of swimming. Appropriate social distancing and other safety measures will be
in place. Locker rooms will not be used, as athletes will be required to show up at training and
competitions in their appropriate attire. Groups or “pods” of students can be assigned to limit interaction
with other students, which in turn, will decrease the risk of spreading the virus.
Holding extracurricular athletics supports the mental and physical health of students, and OTHS will try to
encourage student extracurricular participation to the extent possible.
For the safety of athletes, coaches, and officials, spectators will not be allowed at competitions or
practices. The District will make every effort to live stream a competition for virtual spectator viewing.
3.4. What student supports will be available? (Updated 8/5/20)
Students will still have access to all OTHS student supports including, but not limited to:
 Social Work Services
 Academic Advising and Career Counseling
 Academic Assistance Center (limited capacity)
 3rd, 4th, 5th hours at Smiley
 4th, 5th hours at Milburn
 After School
 Truancy/Attendance Support and Advising
 Military Impacted Student Supports
 Instructional Media Center
 Tech Assistance
Students will need to make appointments to access these services during Remote Learning.
3.5. If we are in Remote Learning, why do I have to pay registration fees? (New 8/5/20)
Registration fees support the costs of textbooks, reading books (English), technology, student registration
and recordkeeping processing, supplies/equipment for art, science labs, music, CTE, etc. Although the
district is in remote instruction, most of these costs are still occurring, with the exception of some of the
class supplies. Under remote instruction, technology costs have increased exponentially. At $175, a
student is being charged less than $1 a day to meet the needs. Registration fees have not increased at
OTHS in recent years, despite the increase in costs.
3.6. Will parking pass fees be refunded? (Updated 8/10/20)
Yes. If you purchased a parking pass during a walk-though day, you can contact the business office to
receive a refund. Parking passes will not be required the first week of school or during times of remote
learning.
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3.7. As students will increase their online presence during times of Remote Learning, what are the
proper rules for behaving online? (New 8/10/20)
OTHS teacher, Jennifer Haisler, developed guidance for virtual student behavior. It is called
NETIQUETTE:
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